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For the PHILANTHROPIST. 
TRUE MAXIMS OF GOVERNMENT. 


"Tue fafety of the people is the fupreme Jaw, and what they 
by common confent have enacted only for the public fafety, 
they may without any obftacle, alter when things require it, 
by the like common confent. 

All politic focieties began from a voluntary union and mu- 
tual agreement of men; freely acting in the choice of the go- 
vernors, and forms of government. 

The rightful power of making laws to command whole po- 
litic focieties of men belongeth fo properly unto the fame en- 
tire focieties, that for any prince or potentate, of what kind 
foever upon earth, to exercife the fame of himfelf, and not by 
exprefs commiffion: immediately and perfonally received from 
God, or elfe by authority derived at firft by their confent, up- 
on whofe perfons they impofe laws, it is no better than mere 

tyranny. 
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tyranny. Laws they are not therefore, which public approba- 
tion hath not made fo. 

Whofoever (fays Ariftotle) is governed by a man without a 
law, is governed by a man and by a beaft. 

Ariftotle faith, that the whole kingdom, city or family, is 
more excellent, and to be preferred before any part or member 
thereof. 

By the law of nature, falus populi, the welfare of the peo. 
ple is both the fupreme and firft law in government, and the 
{cope and end of all other laws, and of government itfelf, be- 
caufe the fafety of the body politic is ever to be preferred be- 
fore any one perfon whatfoever. 

No human law is binding which is contrary to fcripture or 
the general laws of nature. 

Religion doth not overthrow nature, whofe chiefeft princi- 
ple is to preferve herfelf. 

As magiftrates were defigned for the public good, fo the 
obligation to them muft be underftood fo, as to be ftill in fub- 
ordination to the main end ; for the reafon of all law and go- 
vernment is the public good. 

A juft governor for the benefit of the people, is more care- 
ful of the public good and welfare, than of his own private 
‘advantage. 

The fupreme authority of a nation belongs to thofe who 
have the legiflative authority referved to them, and not only to 
thofe who have the executive, which is plainly a truft when it 
is feparated from the legiflative power: and all trufts, by their 
nature import that thofe to whom they are given, are accoun- 
table, tho’ no fuch condition is fpecified. 

There muft be in every government a power to preferve itfelf, 
not only againft force from without, but againft violence and 
every thing that is deftructive from within: Asa man pre- 
ferves his perfon from difeafes, as well as defends it againft 
violence, He cannot renounce this power becaufe felf- 
prefervation is, and will always be a duty, neither caw 
a people united in fociety, or government, renounce the 
power of maintaining that fociety or government, the in- 
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Rrument of their fafety and prefervation; for the condition of 
all fubjeéts would be alike, whether under abfolute or limited 
government, if it were not lawful to maintain and preferve 
thofe limitations, fince will-and pleafure, and not law would 
be alike in both the meafure of obedience ; for to have libertieS 
and privileges, unlefs they may be defended, and to have none 
at all, is the fame thing as to be governed by mere will and 
pleafure, or by laws fubjeét to that will and pleafure, 

Laws and oaths in limited governments are ties upon king 
and people, and muft be interpreted according to the nature of 
the government, fo as to prove fences for the cunftitution, and 
not to ferve for handles to overthrow it: as the coronation oath 
and oath of allegiance are, in effect but fwearing to the con- 
ftitution, in one to govern, and in the other to be governed, 
according to it. But if a coronation oath be a tie upon a king 
only to God, and the oath of allegiance be extended to an ab- 
folute fubjection, then both king and people {wear againft the 
conftitution, inftead of {wearing to maintain it, as they ought 
to do. 

The laws are the nerves and Sun of focieties ; and as the 
tmagiftrate is above the people in legal capacity, fo is the law 
above the magiftrate : or elfe there could be no fafety to the 
conftitution. 

He who makes himfelf above all law, is no member of a 
common-wealth, but a mere tyrant whenever he pleafes, 

He whois for deftroying the being of another, hath quitted 
(or has not) the reafon which God hath given to be the rule 
betwixt man and man, of juftice and equity, and hath put 
himfelf into the ftate of war with the other, and is as noxious 
as any favage beaft that feeks his deftruCtion. 


No man in civil.fociety can be exempted from’ the laws of 
it; for if there be no appeal on earth, for redrefs or fecurity 
againft the greateft mifchief the prince may do, or caufe to be 

«done by others, then every man in that fociety isin a Bate of 
nature, with refpect to him, or thofe others, 
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The principles of natural religion give thofe who are in au- 
thority no power at all, but only fecures them in the poflef- 
fion of that which is theirs by the laws of the country, 

Abfolute monarchy is inconfiftent with civil fociety; and 
therefore can be no form of civil government, which is to re+ 
medy the inconveniencies of the ftate of nature, 

No man or fociety of men have power to deliver up their 
prefervation, or the means of it, to the abfolute will of any 
man, and they will have always a right to preferve what they 
have not power to part with. 

No power can exempt princes from the obligations to the 
eternal laws of God and nature. In all difputes between pow- 
er and liberty, power muft always be proved, but liberty proves 
itfelf ; the one being founded upon pofitive law, the other up- 
on the law of nature. 

If a magiftrate, notwithftanding all laws made for the well 
governing 2 community, will a& deftructive to that community 

they are difcharged, either from active or paffive obedience, 
and indifpenfibly obliged by the law of nature to refiftance. — 





eet + Be RRR zor 
For the PHILANTHROPIST. . 
An Essay on GOVERNMENT. 


As it is by virtue of Compacts, Stipulations, Compromifes 
and Agreements, that all legal governments have their origin 
and eftablifhment, that various and diftiné&t forms obtain in 
different countries, and that a title and right toexercife au- 
thority, and the method of arriving at it, is provided for and 
procured, fo every fubjects allegiance is firft owing to the con- 
ftitution, and to the ruler only, in the force and virtue of what 
every member of the political foeiety is bound unto, by the 
terms of the original Patt and Settlement. Abftra€ting from 
‘the conftitution, and the obligations which lays us under, no 

man 
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man can challenge a right of commanding us, nor do we owe 
him any duty of fubjection and obedience. Whofoever he be 
that, under a pretence of being conftituted Sovereign, does in- 
vade and fubvert the fundamental laws of the fociety, he does 
thereby, ip/o fatto, annul all the legal right he had to govern, 
and abfolves all, who were before his fubje€ts, from the legal 
engagements, they were under of yielding him obedience ; fo 
that the immediate and natural effe& of a prince’s claiming © 
what the rules cf the conftitution are fo far from entitling 
him unto, that they preclude him from it, is the depriving him- 
felf of all right to claim any thing, and a reftoring the people 
to their ftate and condition of primitive Freedom; of which 
as they only divefted themfelves by and upon the terms of the 
conftitution, fothey did not depart from it any longer than 
that fhould be kept facred and inviolable, nor any further than 
was covenanted and ftipulated in, and by the terms and agree- 
ments therein fpecified and contained: and feeing it proceeds 
from the efficacy of the fore-mentioned contraéts, that one pere 
fon-becomes advanced from the common level to the title and 
authority of a Sovereign, and that all others are, by their own 
confent, put into the condition of fubjeéts, there doth arife 
from thence, not only a mutual relation betwixt him that goe 
verns, and them that are governed; but the firft and higheft 
treafon is that which is committed againft the conftitution, 
and fuch crimes agzinft the perfon and dignity of the fupreme 
magiftrate, are only made and declared to be fo, by reafon of 
the capacity he is put into by the conftitution, of preferving 
and defending the fociety, and becaufe it is needful, in order 
to the peace, welfare, and fafety of the community, that he 
fhould be covered from all danger, and rendered facred in his 
perfon, and inviolable in his regal honour, while he anfwereth 
the truft which the people, upon their aflembling and uniting 
intoa body politic, committed unto him, and does ncither de- 
part from the effential and fundamental terms of the original 
Compact, nor from their neceflary provifions afterwards added 
and enacted for preferving the gcvernment in its primitive ftate ° 
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and frame. So that they neither are, nor can be traitors, who 
endeavour to preferve and maintain the conftitution ; but they 
are the traitors, who defign and purfue the fubverfion of it; 
they are the rebels that go about to overthrow the government 
of their country, whereas fuch as feek to fupport and defend it, 
are the truly loyal perfons, and do act conformable to the ties 
and obligations of fealty. Nor is is it merely the firft and high- 
eft treafon in itfelf, that a member of a political fociety is ca- 
pable of committing, to go about to fubvert the conftitution ; 
but it is alfo the greateft treafon he can perpetrate againft the 
perfon, crown and dignity of the king ; for fuch an endeavour 
both annuls and vacates all his title to fuperiority over thofe 
above whom he was exalted from the common level, by virtue 
of the conftitution, and deprives him of all rightful and legal 
claim of rectoral authority over the fociety, by deftroying the 
alone foundation npon which it was ereéted, and by which he 
became vefted with it. By cancelling the charter from which 
he deriveth and holdeth his governing power, he not only 
makes his title to fovereignty precarious, but renders every 
claim of that kind, and every challenge of governing the com- 
munity, to be an invafion and ufurpation. 

To all which I will only further add under this head, that 
as all legal government is founded upon a mutual ftipulation 
and Compact, fo the firft and moft abfolute obligation arifing 
from this agreement, lics upon the prince towards the people, 
whereas the fealty and duty, which by the faid contra& and 
covenant they bind and engage themfelves unto towards him 

sin order but fecondary and conditional. Whenever any per- 
fon is chofen from the reft of the fociety, and raifed to kingfhip 
upon a foregoing and previous contract with the community, 
he becomes upon the very accepting it, bound abfolutely, and 
without referve to govern them according to the terms and mea- 
furcs which they have agreed and ftipulated, and torule them 
by the tenor of the laws, unto which they have circumfcribed 
and confined him. Whereas all the obedience and fealty 
which they, who by that agreement have rendered themfelves 
fubjedcts, 
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fubjects, owe unto their ordained and created Sovereign, do 
derive their obligatory power over them, and become due un- 
to him, upon his governing them according to the concerted 
and ftipulated conditions, and his preferving unto them their 
referved privileges, liberties and rights. 
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For the PHILANTHROPIST. 


A TRUE AND GENUINE CHARACTER OF A MERCENARY e 
voracious LEVITE OR CLERGYMAN, WHO PINCH’D 
A pooR CoBLER IN MENDING MIS OLD SHOES. | 


(Concluded from our laft). 


Like Eli’s fons who rob’d the pot 
Is this a truth or is it not*® ; 

To them did all the filth belong, 
Contain’d within the threefold prong. 
Thus the Almgihty made you game, 
While you pick pockets in his name, 
If fhepherds thus fhould go aftray 

How fhall their flocks find out the way ? 
And here I would advife mankind, 
Unlefs t’ be fuch as would be blind. 

Of learnings devious paths beware, 

For fophiftry lies lurking there; 

Leaft it fhould draw you far and wide 
From truth and every grace befide. 

For God can teach us when he will, 
To love adore and ferve him ftill : 
The truth of this who can difpute, 

For love’s his darling attribute. 

Why fhould you think it ftrange or odd. 
The world by wifdom knew not God ? 


* The name of the Pricft. 
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Who ean convert us when he pleafes; 

And babes and fucklings fhall refound his praifes. 
Now, fir, if ever you contend, 

To fend your fhoes for me to mend ; 

Be generous, free, I fay, therefore, 
And {corn to pinch the cobler more. 
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For the PHILANTHROPIST. B 
A NEW SONG. C 
(Tune, ** Bob fhave the king.”) 
FROM all the kingly herd, 
Sighs and groans will be heard, 
’Ere it is long 5 

Men now begin to fee, — 


King craft brings poverty, 
The fruits of Ariftocracy, 
Sweet Liberty. 

All defpots foon fhal] fhake, 
And every limb fhall quake 

Of that vile crew ; 
Emperors we all do know, 
With Kings are doomed to go 
Reafon doth tell us fo, 


tie: 

Sweet Liberty. tin 

Reafon begins to fhine, “i 
Each man fays be thou mine, no 
Equality ; Bi 
Superftition fhall flee, of 
Tyrants no more fhall] be, bj 
th 


Man fhall cry out with glee, 
py as) Sweet Liberty, 





